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New Humanitarian Coordination Structure 
A new coordination structure for the delivery of humanitarian assistance in the Central 
African Republic (CAR) is in place including a new Humanitarian Coordinator, Mr. 
Aurélien A. Agbénonci, who also serves as Deputy Special Representative for the United 
Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in CAR (MINUSCA), United 
Nations Resident Coordinator and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
Resident Representative to which he was appointed by the United Nations Secretary-
General in June 2014. A Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator will be named shortly. 

 
The new Humanitarian 
Coordinator, Mr. Aurelien 
Agbénonci, has officially taken 
office as the country faces a 
persistent humanitarian crisis and 
increasing needs. In his function 
as Humanitarian Coordinator, Mr. 
Agbénonci is ensuring leadership 
and oversees the delivery of 
effective and coordinated 
emergency assistance being 
provided by humanitarian 
organizations, to the 2.7 million 
Central Africans in need of 
assistance. The new 
Humanitarian Coordinator brings 

over 20 years of extensive experience with the United Nations to the position, having 
worked on humanitarian assistance, conflict, development and governance issues. Most 
recently, Mr. Agbénonci was the Humanitarian Coordinator, United Nations Resident 
Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative in Mali from 2012 to 2013.  

 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
The crisis in CAR has forced more than 1 million people to flee their homes. Currently, 
more than 368,000 people remain displaced internally, living in the bush, in camps or with 
host families, including 30,000 in 32 sites in Bangui. They are among the 2.7 million 
Central Africans, more than half of the population, who depend on aid to survive, 
including 1.2 million people food. 

Neighbouring countries still host more than 461,000 Central African refugees. Cameroon 
is now home to more than 53 percent of CAR refugees (244,819) while Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) hosts 98,281, Chad 91,211 and Congo 27,654. 
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Humanitarian needs in CAR continue to exceed available resources and humanitarian 
partners are reporting that life-saving operations are shutting down due to lack of funding. 
Halfway through the year, only 31 per cent of the required US$ 613 million has been 
disbursed. 

The Periodic Monitoring Report covering January to April 2015 presented key 
achievements of the Strategic Response Plan’s objectives as follows: objective 1, to 
immediately improve living conditions of newly displaced individuals, ensuring their 
protection and providing them with basic goods and social services reached 50 per cent 
of the annual target, objective 2, to reinforce the protection of civilians, including their 
basic rights, in particular those of children and women, achieved 28 per cent, objective 3, 
to increase access to basic services and means of subsistence for vulnerable men and 
women reached 49 per cent and objective 4, to facilitate sustainable solutions for 
displaced individuals and refugees particularly in areas of return or reintegration reached 
only 4 per cent of the annual target.   

Persistent insecurity 

Although violence has reduced in recent months, continued insecurity, banditry and 
sporadic inter-communal 
violence further worsen an 
already dire humanitarian 
situation and hinder the ability 
of aid organisations to reach 
those in need of assistance as 
well as the redeployment of 
authorities and basic services 
throughout the country.  

The number of IDPs dropped 
to 368,859 in July from 
399,268 in May (7,61 per 
cent). This figure includes 
30,186 IDPs in 32 sites in 
Bangui from 33,067 in May. 
The decline is due to an early 
return of IDPs in and around 
Bangui. The returns are 
mostly motivated by the 
relative improvement in the 
security situation of some 
parts of the country including 
Bangui, and particularly as a 
result of the increased 

presence of MINUSCA forces in some areas of return. However, displacement is still 
occurring in north-western Ouham and Nana-Grebizi Provinces where new IDP sites 
have appeared.  Conflicts between cattle herders and local populations as well as 
tensions between armed groups are causing this new displacement.  

The rainy season has begun across the country, enabling planting to start. However, 
there is competition from herders over the agricultural zones following the diversion of 
transhumance corridors (Ouaka, Basse Kotto and Mbomou prefectures) owing to the 
socio-political tensions.   

Since November 2014, transhumance related conflicts are among the main causes of 
displacement. Killings, destruction of farms and houses have been reported along the 
transhumance corridors. 

Political recovery efforts 

The Bangui Peace Forum that took place in May with the participation of the transition 
authorities, armed groups, political parties, civil society and the religious communities 
sought ways of resolving CAR's two-year-old conflict. The forum agreed on a 'Republican 
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humanitarian 

situation. 



Country Humanitarian Bulletin | 3 
 
 

 

www.url of the country office webpage | www.unocha.org/car 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

Aishatou used to have a small tailor shop in Bangui. “Everything was 
destroyed and looted. I really don't have the courage yet to go back,” 
she said. At Gado refugee camp in eastern Cameroon she trains 
young girls, many of whom are without formal education. Credit: 
OCHA/Ivo Brandau 

Pact for Peace' which has enabled the setting of an elections timetable. Constitutional 
reforms, disarmament model, establishment of a criminal court and an agenda of 
humanitarian and development priorities are to be effected, too. 

On 19 June, a timetable for the 
elections was officially announced. 
The presidential and parliamentary 
vote will be held on 18 October, 
with a second round of voting on 
22 November, if necessary. A 
referendum vote will also take 
place on 4 October. A month-long 
voter registration started on 27 
June. On 20 July, the highest court 
has overturned a decision by the 
transitional parliament that would 
have been barred tens of 
thousands of refugees in 
neighbouring countries from voting 
in October’s presidential elections.  

 

Grave food security situation persists  
The acute and complex emergency affecting the CAR has resulted in widespread 
disruption in agricultural and marketing activities and caused massive displacement 
resulting in a severe negative impact on both food availability and access.  

A large segment of the CAR population is facing serious and constantly deteriorating food 
access constraints, due to destroyed livelihoods, reduced own production, sharply 

curtailed market activity, food availability and access. ) In order to mitigate the impact of 
the crisis, most affected households reduced their food consumption to one meal per day. 
They also altered their dietary diversity with the substitution of more nutritious cereal and 
vegetable staples with more cassava and the sharp reduction of animal proteins intake. 
This widespread dietary deterioration raises serious concerns, having a dire effect in 
terms of nutrition and health. 

The percentage of 

households with 

inadequate food 

consumption stood at 

36% in March 2015, 

compared to 26% in 

October 2014. 
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According to the Integrated Food 
Security Phase Classification 
(IPC) in April 2015, about 
1,268,000 people (out of a total 
population of 4.6 million), are in 
need of urgent assistance (IPC 
Phase 3: “Crisis” and IPC 
Phase 4: “Emergency”). In rural 
areas, 19 per cent of the people 
are in IPC Phase “Crisis” and 
12 per cent are in IPC Phase 
“Emergency”. Additional food 
security indicators show a 

deterioration of the situation 
compared to 2014. According to a 
recent rapid assessment, the percentage of households with inadequate food 
consumption stood at 36 percent in March 2015, compared to 26 percent in 
October 2014. 

Cropping season negatively affected by continuing insecurity  

In CAR, the maize crop harvest season is expected to start in July in parts of the Centre 
and the Southern regions. In Northern provinces, where sorghum and millet are 
predominantly cultivated, harvesting is expected to start from August. 

According to satellite-based data, favorable weather conditions prevailed from March to  
June in both the southern maize-producing areas and in northern millet/sorghum growing 
areas. However, continuing civil insecurity is likely to negatively affect crop production 
following a significant reduction in area planted due to the abandonment of a substantial 
number of farms. Furthermore, the significant drop in food crop production over the past 
few years has led to the depletion of the already inadequate household productive 
assets. The Ministry of Agriculture, FAO, WFP and NGO partners are providing crop 
production support to vulnerable households countrywide. FAO plans to assist 150,000 
households through the distribution of seeds and farming tools but so far has secured 
funding to assist only 97,800 households. 

Increased and strong livelihood support required  

In addition to emergency relief operations (distribution of seeds and farming tools), FAO 
is engaged in resilience support operations and some 27,000 households would be 
assisted, with received funds so far, through resilience activities (caisses de resilience) 
that will help households to accumulate, diversify and protect assets by building their 
capacities in terms of agriculture techniques, financial abilities and governance structures 
at community level. Participating families will be engaged in contractual production of 
quality seeds and food, support to school gardening and feeding, nutrition surveillance 
and cash transfer initiatives to boost their community. These activities will be completed 
with the distribution of small processing machines and the constitution of food and seed 
reserves. 

 

Displaced families make the hard journey home 
Calm has finally returned to Bangui’s 5th district neighborhood. When Pauline Ofio, 54, 
felt safe enough, she packed her bags stuffed with cooking equipment and clothes, threw 
them onto a barge and, along with her three children and eight grandchildren, headed 
back home. 

March 2015. Yamboro. Women treating maize after harvest. 
Source: FAO/Rosmon Zokoe 
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“I am relieved… Even though we have nothing left, we can finally start to get our lives 
back where we left them, “she said. The Ofio family has spent the past year and a half at 
the Mpoko displaced site next to Bangui International Airport’s runway, along with 18,000 
other displaced families. They fled to the airport under the protection of French troops 
after hearing gunfire near her house. 

Though Pauline is thankful to be back home, she knows the transition will be difficult. She 
first attempted to return a month ago, only to find her house looted and burnt down, as 
were most of her neighbors’ homes. For the time being – and as they wait for the house 
to be rebuilt – the family is sleeping on the ground under a tarpaulin. 

As in most crises, children bear the brunt of the crisis. According to a survey from March, 
one in three children of 
primary school age is out of 
school. Pauline’s nine-year-
old grandson, Lionel, is one of 
them, and he has one hope: “I 
want to go back to my former 
school and to play with my old 
friends,” he told OCHA. 

The conflict in CAR displaced 
over 900,000 people 
nationwide at its height. 
Today, nearly 368,000 remain 
displaced in the country and 
461,000 across borders. 

Confronting a new reality 

Hundreds of other families from the Bangui MPoko IDP site are also returning home, 
mainly to the 3rd and 5th districts of Bangui from May 5, as part of a voluntary de-
registration process. To date 4,173 of the 4,319 families residing at the site have been 
deregistered.  The vast majority of the residents living in these areas fled during the crisis, 
and about half have now returned. Each displaced family receives a cash grant of 
US$150 financed by the Country-based Pooled Fund, two months of food rations from 
WFP, a tarpaulin from the International Organization of Migration, dignity kits from 
UNFPA and mosquito nets from the International Federation of the Red Cross, all to be 
distributed by the NGO World Vision. 

Another displaced woman at Mpoko, Rosalie Barbo, 36, used to run a small business. All 
of her belongings were looted when she fled with her husband and two children, in 
December 2013. Although life was difficult at the camp, she soon started to sell cooked 
food to other displaced people to support her family financially. Now, she is eager to put 
her life back on track: “We just want to return to our lives and go back home,” she said. 

Helping displaced to return 

The Country-based Pooled Fund has directed US$1.5 million over six months to fund 
returns. The Transitional Government has actively engaged in the returns process, 
working hand in hand with humanitarians who met with community and neighborhood 
leaders to raise awareness on freedom of movement and choice in return locations. 

"I am impressed by the Government’s involvement in the returns process of the IDPs and 
the organization and support of the clusters,” said outgoing Senior Humanitarian 
Coordinator, Claire Bourgeois. “I remain convinced that these joint efforts will enable the 
IDPs to return voluntarily and with dignity to their areas of choice.”  

 

 

Bangui, CAR, May 2015 - Pauline Ofio and her family returned home to 
find their house destroyed. Many families now face the difficult task of 
rebuilding their shattered lives in Bangui. Photo: OCHA/Gemma Cortes 

“I am relieved…Even 

though I have nothing 

left, we can finally start 

to get our lives back 

where we left them”, 

Pauline Ofio. 

http://www.unocha.org/CARphotojourney/
http://www.unocha.org/car
http://www.unocha.org/car
http://www.unocha.org/what-we-do/humanitarian-financing/country-based-pooled-funds
http://www.iom.int/
http://www.ifrc.org/
http://www.worldvision.org/
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Funding situation overview 
31 per cent of the requested funding received in 2015 

As of 22 July, the humanitarian appeal for funding received US$192.7 million since 
January 2015. This represents only 31 per cent of the funding requirements outlined in 
the Strategic Response Plan (SRP). Despite a steady increase in contribution over the 
last few months, this low rate of funding jeopardizes the implementation of key activities 
this year. The top three SRP donors are the United States of America (19 per cent), the 
European Union (13 per cent) and the United Kingdom (8.7 per cent). 

 

Source: FTS 

Humanitarian Fund releases US$13,2 Million to respond to the crisis    

The country-based Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF), a multi-donor funding 
mechanism, launched in mid-June its second allocation amounting US$13,2 million to 
United Nations agencies and non-government organizations to respond to the most 
critical humanitarian needs in the country. This new allocation will complement the 
US$14.7 million allocated by the fund since the beginning of the year.  

The CHF was established in 2008 at the initiative of humanitarian donors. Managed by 
OCHA, it aims to provide rapid and flexible financing to the most critical humanitarian 
needs. As of July 2015, the Fund has received US$17.8 million in contributions from 
Belgium, Denmark, Ireland, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and the United 
Kingdom and makes the CHF the fifth largest source of funding to the SRP. In 2014, a 
total amount of $27.1 million was contributed. 

 

In brief 

Suspected Marburg fever case turns negative  

On 2 July, a man suspected of Marburg hemorrhagic fever tested negative for the viral 
infection belonging to the Ebola family. The man, who had travelled from neighboring 
Democratic Republic of Congo, initially tested positive for the disease, but was proved 
negative in subsequent analyses. He had been tested at an Ebola border monitoring 
site after showing signs of fever. Further tests are being conducted.  

Meanwhile, 11 people have been isolated and are being monitored. A crisis team 
comprising the Ministry of Health, WHO, Médecins Sans Frontières, Central African 
Red Cross and the International Committee of the Red Cross has been activated. The 
task force is ensuring surveillance, community engagement, case management, 
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For further information, please contact:  
Francois Goemans, Head of Office, goemans@un.org, Tel. (+236) 70738730 
Gemma Cortes, Chief Public Information Unit, cortesg@un.org, Tel. (+236) 70087565 

laboratory services, contact tracing, infection control, logistical support and training 
and assistance. For more information about the disease, please visit:  

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs_marburg/en/ 

 
Response to a measles outbreak ongoing in the Vakaga region 
Over the last week of June, at least 51 cases of measles were reported in Birao, 
Vakaga region, in north-eastern CAR and three new cases in the first week of July. 
During the month of May, fifteen cases were also confirmed in Amdafock including five 
casualties and fourteen suspected cases in Birao, where two have been admitted to 
hospital. A temporary joint WHO, UNICEF, MSP, IMC health crisis mission in the 
region will ensure response through a vaccination campaign targeting children aged 
between 6 months and 10 years in the entire region from starting 10 July.   
 
As a reminder, because of major access constraints, there are few humanitarian 
organizations permanently present in the Vakaga region.  CAR is in a state of chronic 
medical emergency. Many years of instability and insecurity have had a serious 
impact on health, with resurgence diseases such as cholera and measles.  
 
Measles is a serious viral disease, which is usually transmitted through direct contact 
or airborne. For more information about the disease, please visit: 
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs286/en/   
 
Agreement signed to improve collection of humanitarian information  
  
OCHA and the Committee of Coordination of NGOs (CCO) have signed an agreement 
to facilitate countrywide the collection and sharing of humanitarian information in 
places where and the establishment of NGOs Focal Points in the majority of sub-
provinces where OCHA is not present. This new platform will enable the identification 
of major humanitarian priority hotspots in the areas covered by humanitarian actors, 
through the assessments of a series of indicators referring to humanitarian needs. The 
aim of this partnership is to support the improvement of operational and local 
response and to ensure an adequate exchange of information, as well as 
complementarity for a better response to humanitarian concerns.   
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs_marburg/en/
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs286/en/

